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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because in the abstract, lines 1-2, "is 

disclosed" should be deleted. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gershman et aL 



(U.S. Patent No. 6,199,099). 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,635 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2175 

As to claims 1, 22, and 25, Gershman et al. discloses a method to enable a wireless 
device to provide recommendations to its user that are appropriate to the device's current 
environment (See column 2, lines 56-65), comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor (See column 4, lines 23-44), programmed to: 

receiving sensor signals characterizing a current environment of the wireless device (See 
column 52, lines 3-20, also see column 59, lines 19-34); 

processing the sensor signals with a context inference engine (See column 42, lines 1-25); 

outputting a current context result from the processing by the context inference engine 
(See column 35, lines 30-60); 

forming a context-activity pair by selecting an activity and pairing it with the current 
context result (See column 38, lines 21-31); 

searching a database of recommendations using the context-activity pair (See column 31, 
lines 1-55); and 

providing recommendations to the user in response to the searching step (See column 28, 
lines 1-23, also see column 30, lines 64-67, and column 31, lines 1-19, wherein "context-activity 
pair" reads on "customer profile database. . . .customer behavior", and wherein 
"recommendations" reads on "advise"). 



As to claims 2, and 23, Gershman et al. discloses wherein the processing of the sensor 
signals with a context inference engine is embodied as programmed instructions executed within 
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the user's wireless device (See column 51, lines 19-44, wherein "programmed instructions" reads 
on "software"). 

As to claim 3, and 24, Gershman et al discloses wherein the processing of the sensor 
signals with a context inference engine is embodied as programmed instructions executed within 
a separate network server in response to signals from the user's wireless device (See column 51, 
lines 40-50). 

As to claim 4, Gershman et al. discloses wherein the sensor signals are selected from the 
group consisting of positioning signals, touch signals, audio signals, compass signals, ambient 
light signals, ambient temperature signals, three-axis acceleration signals, time signals, and the 
device's operational mode signals (See column 29, lines 1-51). 

As to claim 5, Gershman et al. discloses wherein the wireless device offloads a portion of 
the processing of the sensor signals to a context inference engine to the server (See column 38, 
lines 2-32). 

As to claim 6, Gershman et al. discloses wherein the selecting of an activity is 
automatically performed in the wireless device (See column 51, lines 19-44, wherein 
"automatically performed" reads on "software"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,635 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2175 

As to claim 7, Gershman et al. discloses wherein the selecting of an activity performed by 
the user in the wireless device (See column 2, lines 60-67, and see column 3, lines 1-2). 

As to claim 8, Gershman et al. discloses wherein the signals from the user's wireless 
device are sent to the server without any user identification (See column 58, lines 8-27, wherein 
"without including any user identification" reads on "without a user profile", also see column 38, 
lines 33-52). 

As to claims 9, and 37, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
providing the recommendation in a separate server in response to context-activity pair 
information received at the server from the user's wireless device (See column 29, lines 1-22). 

As to claims 10, and 38, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
maintaining the database as a context-activity pair database by the server (See column 34, 
lines 58-66); 

associating in the database the context-activity pair information with appropriate 
recommendations made in the past to many users (See column 34, lines 9-42). 

As to claims 11, and 39, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
making new recommendations to the user in response to the context-activity pair 

information submitted by the wireless device (See column 53, lines 48-67, and column 54, lines 

1-10); and 
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gathering the new recommendations and adding them to the database (See column 34, 
lines 1-7); 

whereby the variety, quality and pertinence of the recommendations in the database 
grows as the recommendation system is used (See column 29, lines 65-67, and column 30, lines 
1-27). 

As to claims 12, 29, and 40, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
compiling statistical usage information about the recommendations and storing the usage 
information in the database (See column 33, lines 53-61). 

As to claims 13, 30, and 41, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
providing the statistical usage information to the wireless device accompanying the 
recommendations (See column 31, lines 49-65, also see column 33, lines 62-67, and column 34, 
lines 1-28, wherein "to the wireless device" reads on "the page is returned to the user"). 

As to claims 14, 31, and 42, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
filtering the recommendations received at the wireless device by using the statistical 
usage information accompanying the recommendations (See column 31, lines 49-65, also see 
column 33, lines 62-67, and column 34, lines 1-7, wherein "at the wireless device" reads on "the 
page is returned to the user"). 
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As to claims 15, and 43, Gershman et al. discloses wherein said providing step further 
comprises: 

filtering the recommendations at the wireless device using statistical usage information 
associated with the recommendations (See column 31, lines 49-65, also see column 33, 
lines 62-67, and column 34, lines 1-7). 

As to claims 16, 32, and 44, Gershman et al. discloses wherein said providing step further 
comprises: 

accessing a history log of previous recommendations provided to the user (See column 
30, lines 64-67, and column 31, lines 1-5, wherein "recommendations" reads on "advice"); 

filtering new recommendations from the previous recommendations and providing the 
new recommendations to the user (See column 33, lines 53-67, also see column 34, lines 1-7). 

As to claims 17, 33, and 45, Gershman et al. discloses wherein said providing step further 
comprises: 

accessing a history log of previous recommendations provided to the user, including 
ratings of the previous recommendations (See column 30, lines 64-67, and column 31, lines 1-5, 
wherein "recommendations" reads on "advice"); 

filtering recommendations using the ratings and providing the filtered recommendations 
to the user (See column 33, lines 53-67, also see column 34, lines 1-7). 
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As to claims 18, and 34, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: providing the 
recommendations to an application program (See column 1, lines 51-53, also see abstract, and 
see column 31, lines 19-28). 

As to claim 19, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
providing to the user control over the privacy of the user's information within the network 
server (See column 30, lines 30-63). 

As to claim 20, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 

maintaining the database as a context-activity pair database by the server, which contains 

no personal information about the user (See column 58, lines 8-27, wherein "without including 

any user personal data" reads on "without a user profile"); 

associating in the database the context-activity pair information with appropriate 

recommendations made in the past to many users (See column 34, lines 9-42). 

As to claim 21, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 

making new recommendations to the user in response to the context-activity pair 

information submitted by the wireless device (See column 39, lines 7-25, wherein "new" reads 

on "updated", also see column 33-60, also see column 38, lines 44-61); and 

gathering the new recommendations and adding them to the database without any 

personal information about the user (See column 58, lines 8-27, wherein "without including any 

user personal data" reads on "without a user profile"). 
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As to claim 26, Gershman et al. discloses a system to provide recommendations to the 
user of a wireless device that is appropriate to the device's current environment (See column 56, 
lines 8-25, also see column 39, lines 1-24, wherein "recommendations" reads on "advice"), 
comprising: 

a sensor in the wireless device for providing sensor signals characterizing a current 
environment of the wireless device (See column 52, lines 3-20, also see column 59, lines 19-34); 

a processor coupled to the sensor (See figure 26, 2634, shows "sensor", 2640, shows 
"processor" represented by "computer"), for forming pair information by selecting an activity 
and pairing it with current sensor information derived from said sensor signals (See column 38, 
lines 21-31, also see column 38, lines 21-31), said processor sending the pair information to a 
server (See column 34, lines 1-20); 

a context inference engine in the server coupled to the wireless device (See figure 27B, 
2722, shows "server" represented by "Mobile Portal Server", 2726, shows "a context inference 
engine" represented by "customer intelligence through data mining and pattern recognition"), for 
processing the current sensor information (See column 42, lines 1-25), said context inference 
engine providing a current context result from the processing (See column 38, lines 21-31); 

a database coupled to the context inference engine (See column 58, lines 1-23, also see 
figure 25, 2580, shows "a context inference engine" represented by "Intelligent agents 
coordinator", 2590, shows "database"), for providing recommendations using the activity and 
current context activity pair (See column 53, lines 65-67, and column 54, lines 1-10, wherein 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,635 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2175 

"the current context" reads on "shopper's location", and wherein "related service history items" 
reads on "matches their previously stated goals"); and 

an output device in the wireless device and coupled to the database, for providing the 
recommendations to the user (See column 31, lines 37-55, also see column 30, lines 1-6, wherein 
"recommendations" reads on "advice"). 

As to claim 27, Gershman et al. discloses a business method to enable a wireless device 
to provide recommendations to its user that are appropriate to the device's current environment 
(See column 56, lines 8-25, also see column 39, lines 1-24, wherein "recommendations" reads on 
"advice"), comprising: 

characterizing a current environment of the wireless device with a current context result 
(See column 38, lines 21-31); 

forming a context-activity pair by selecting an activity and pairing it with the current 
context result (See column 39, lines 1-24, wherein "context-activity pair" read son "user 
profile"); 

accessing a database of recommendations using the context-activity pair without 
including any user personal data (See column 58, lines 8-27, wherein "without including any 
user personal data" reads on "without a user profile"); and 

providing recommendations to the wireless device from the database (See column 31, 
lines 37-55, also see column 30, lines 1-6, wherein "recommendations" reads on "advice"). 



As to claim 28, Gershman et al discloses which further comprises: 
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gathering the new recommendations and adding them to the database without including 
any user personal data (See column 58, lines 8-27, wherein "without including any user personal 
data" reads on "without a user profile"). 

As to claim 35, Gershman et al. discloses which further comprises: 
providing at least portions of the database to a third party service provider (See column 
29, lines 1-22). 

As to claim 36, Gershman et al discloses a method to enable a wireless device to provide 
recommendations to its user that are appropriate to the device's current environment (See column 
56, lines 8-25, also see column 39, lines 1-24, wherein "recommendations" reads on "advice"), 
comprising: 

receiving sensor signals characterizing a current environment of the wireless device (See 
column 52, lines 3-20, also see column 59, lines 19-34); 

processing the sensor signals with a context inference engine to produce a set of current 
context results (See column 38, lines 21-31), 

forming a set of context-activity pairs by selecting an activity and pairing it with the set 
of current context results (See column 58, lines 1-23); 

accessing a set of related service history items from a history log (See column 58, lines 1- 

18); 

forming context-activity pair information from the set of current context results and the 
set of related service history items (See column 58, lines 1-18, also see column 40, lines 1-12); 
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searching a database of recommendations using the context-activity pair information; and 
providing recommendations to the user in response to the searching step (See column 31, lines 
37-55, also see column 30, lines 1-6, wherein "recommendations" reads on "advice"). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Linden et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0198882 Al) teaches content personalization based 
actions performed during a current browsing session. 

Delgado et al. (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0052873 Al) teaches system and method for 
obtaining user preferences and providing user recommendations for unseen physical and 
information goods and services. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 703-305-81 14. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4: 30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 703-305-3830. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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Neveen Abel-Jalil 
June 11,2003 
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